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ARSTRACT

Teacher certification is the education system's

process for assuring that public school teachers possess minimum

gualifications.

Each state determines its own certification

standards. Increased mabxllty among teachers suggests that teacher
candidates should have information about general requirements for

certification and where to locate particular state requirements. This
digest prcvides information on the purpose of certification, types of
certification, certification requirements, how to obtain 1nfarmat1an

about reguirements, and prospects for change in requirements.
References are included. (JD)
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Teacher Certification

Tencher certifi s;mn is the educgtmﬂ system s process for ;Mued \’fhlle LhE applicant is completing the requirements for

ull cer
All hlVE SEpRrate cerllﬁcitmn for teachers,

administrators, and other school I

librarisns, vocational educators, rend pecial

counselors, Moat offer certilication sper.'ll“ ic to subject area and

grade level, although the range of categorized grade levels

often varies among the states. Elementary school may be

del”ned as K-6. 1-8, or 1-6; middle school 2

gh school ranges from 6-12 to 1012, 1

&lsa variea, from & one- to thireey,

tates Lo & ten-year

in lows. Provisional

[uctory mpleunn of an

i muhlllly ;ri:lnlié &ncherz 5u§ges|a ‘that
: uld l:mve information about Eene_r;l

ation is a process by which the siate evaluates the
s of pruspectwe teachers ta ensure thnt they meet the

subject area. eduenlmnil method;
potentizl classroom manzge
1944). Clozely linked to cel
oF institutionzl lpprﬂval
gvnlutmz achaools. colleges, lnd depnr:ments nl‘ gduculun The

- ir !i;! :E,riiﬁcnte “prov it )
states [zaue emergancy d;ﬂ!dgnt Is to tea
not meet the ame'i minimam requir 1

framework and professional standards so that the state's me ;Litgg allow
i soduce gradustes who meet the slternative tencher certifi emcm l‘m penpl have not
completed college or unive rogra
e Dmd lhEIf own standards for the For gximplg local achool
appm\ al of individual lssr.' r preparation programs; hnwevgr, tescher trainess who recei , tate jus
th: 2 gradustes from institutionsl programs do (ERIC Digest 1

1988). lncrea!m:ly. tates also offer provisional or
2 raduates who participate
rnship programs.

g & f State Directorsof
n and Certification {NASDTEC) and have
been in r.he process of almoat conatant revision for the past 35
yeara,
The Interstate Feciprocity Comipact, initiated in 1985,
provides fgz g’i'ndull'.es of approved teacher education
lling‘ state to be ﬁinléﬂ a certilicate

33 a!.gt,é au;aerinlgndeﬂlxj

teacher lppllﬂnt to have cor
nlluw lhe g'rlnlmﬁ ol csﬁf extes and

state-approved (zﬂ:her eduea
M:ny states have certifiestion procedures and/or criteria number of credit hour

mandated by state IEEIShl\!FE and/or set by atate boards of :ubpcu. Meost require & recommen

education, plﬂmulnrly since 1980. Cgﬂ:ﬁc:tiun ina Iegil ndergraduate institution and n

i d of prevmusly issued tescher cert tes,

8. Naw Je r Oath

permlta teaching {Shulman and Syka 1988), then “li
iﬁnmgrmely describes the proceas in most states because it is
= review of & paper application to verify that teac
preparatory minimums have been met. The terminology The National Terchers’
consistently used, however, is “certification” or “credentialing” "W tea have mand

credit hours, or speeified I:l\rlm:!d Eﬂuﬁgw‘ﬂrk.
Twenty-six states require examinations for certification,

(NTE) ia us=d most often.

nation requirements for

(see Roth and Mastain 1984; Burks B: AACTE 1986). : 7 | that must be plemenled no later than 1989,
Certification requirements differ nationwide. NASDTEC Dnly ation requirement fcr entry
publishes the Manual on Certif and Preparation of into or exit [rom a tézcher edueation program (AACTE 1936),

Educational Personnel in the Un States {Roth and Mastsin
1984), which describes eash state’s requireraenta. How to Obtaln Current Cert
The most rfil:lble teacher

ation Requlrements
tion l[ifnrmllmn gaurce

Types uf Telcher erﬂﬁ:lliﬂn
0 % re at teacher eandidates have

inqulrig o their ‘teacher ce ation offices, 'lmnteﬂ in ihe
Depi.rlmem. of Educn:in Publie !ﬁ;lruclmn L n

tory requirﬁ tal.; for beginning
te;chers. All states alzo have & “credit count” process [ fics iation ]
quzlifving fnr a certificate. An analysis of the college Egﬁmmtmu. nuz! publication of Chicago University
transcript is completed t verify that the specific coursework Preas (Burks 1986).
required is met. Provisional or temporary certificates are
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How Are Ceriification Requirements E xpted to Deve=lop?
Teacher certification has become incresigly importsanit

. with the increase in public concern for teachig quality an<d

with the recognition that teachers, like the mof society, ke ave
become more mobile. The goal ot NCATE ailother natiora ;al
teacher education organizations is to institutitmcher
preparation programs in all states which wi produce

nationally acceptable candidates for teacher grtification
(NCATE 1983).

The latest proposal for improving teachuwrtification
processes comes from the Carnegie Forum ofducation ara<
th: Economy’s Task Force on Teaching as a Infsssion, Its
much-publicized report. “A Nation Prepare¢Tuchers for =he
21st Century” (1986) includes a national certiiution plan. A
national certification board. supported and asiied by the
teaching profession, would define and contrdsindards for the
professional practice of teaching (Shulman anSykes 1986)_
National certification is proposed as a volunty procedure =hat
would professionally enhance teachers’ credenils by addingz
to, but not replacing, state certification. Shulun and Sykes
provide general content and format proposalsir evaluation
procedures to be used in a national certificatinprocess.

“Tomorrow’s Teachers,” the recent HolrmsGroup repoe—t
(1986), also expresses concern for the prevailiydiversity of
certification procedures nationwide. This grof educatiors
deans from research universities proposes theration of )
nationally standardized examinations to be rylired for all
beginning teachers. i )

Bozh the Holmes and Carnegie reports cosiler nationall
control of the certificaticn process as the best WY to achieve
standardized teacher certification. Nationa! cuiffication alsce
would provide a forum for the increased partijution by
professional education organizations in establifing standarcl=
and certification procedures. For example, theAmerican
Association of Colleges for Teacher Educaticn\ACTE)
accepted the national certification concept at {1986 annual
meeting. AACTE is studying the proposed chnges in
certification requirements and how they will it teacher
education programs. The group intends to isgwireport in
February 1987. The American Federation of Tuhers and thee
National Eduration Asscciation also endorsed lienational
certification bward concept at their 1986 convelins. The
presidents of these two teachers' unions were nined in
September 1986 to Carnegie’s national-board pirning group_
A national certification board is expected to begerating by
summer 1987 (Education Week 10 Septerber [i%).
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